Haemaglobin separation was carried out by isoelectric focusing using precast polyacrylamide gels with a pH range of 5 5-8 5, supplied by Pharmacia Biotechnology Ltd. Haemoglobin A2 was measured by elution from cellulose acetate electrophoresis strips2 and Hb F measured by alkali denaturation using a modification of Betke's method.3 Globin chain synthesis was assessed by tritiated leucine incorporation using a modification of the method of Weatherall, Clegg, and Naughton.4
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